
 
 
 
With a financial assist from the Thompson Foundation, 1,125 college 
students head to campuses in Michigan and Ohio this fall as new 
Thompson Scholars  
 
“Skin in the game” scholarship approach is a partnership between Thompson 
Foundation, Bowling Green State University, Grand Valley State University, Michigan 
Technological University, and Saginaw Valley State University   
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Plymouth, Mich. ---August 11, 2026 --- The Michigan-based Thompson Foundation is 
pleased to announce that 1,125 new Thompson Scholars, students in the Thompson 
Foundation’s signature Thompson Working Families Scholarship (TWFS) program, are 
expected on campus at the Thompson Foundation’s four partner school this fall as the 
TWFS 2026-2027 academic cohort.   
 
The Thompson Working Families Scholarship program was started by Robert and Ellen 
Thompson and the Thompson Foundation in 2011 as a pilot program at Grand Valley 
State University. Ellen Thompson — a former teacher — along with her husband Bob 
Thompson, envisioned a scholarship program to help high-achieving students overcome 
financial barriers to higher education and prepare them for meaningful careers and 
community-centered lives. There are now four Thompson Foundation partner schools: 
Bowling Green State University (the Thompson’s alma mater) in Bowling Green, Ohio; 
Grand Valley State University in Allendale, Michigan; Michigan Technological 
University in Houghton, Michigan; and Saginaw Valley State University in mid-
Michigan’s University Center.   
 
Of the 1,125 anticipated new Thompson Scholars, approximately 655 will be freshman, 
45 will be transfer students from another university or community college, and 425 will 
be in the scholarship category of Achievers. The Achiever Scholarship is designated for 
Thompson Scholars who join the program as sophomores and who have demonstrated 
significant academic success in their first year at the university. 
 
The funding formula in the Thompson Working Families Scholarship program is the 
same at each partner school. It differs from most other college scholarships because it 
requires “skin in the game” from multiple parties. Thompson Scholars receive a total of 
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$11,000 each year, covering much of their tuition. The Thompson Foundation funds 
$5,500 and the partner university must match that funding dollar for dollar. The 
student covers any remaining cost of attendance. 
 
Speaking on the new cohort class, Curt Little, Program Manager for the Thompson 
Foundation, expressed high praise for both the quality of students earning a spot in the 
Thompson Working Families Scholarship program and the collaboration between the 
Thompson Foundation and its partner schools. 
 
“We’re excited to welcome this new group of Thompson Scholars,” Little said. “These 
students have already demonstrated a strong commitment to their education, 
communities and future goals. Their continued success will follow not only through hard 
work but with the assistance of the dedicated university leaders and support teams at 
our partner schools who guide the students on their journey to graduation.” 
 
Including the new cohort for the fall 2026 semester, it is anticipated that more than 
3,450 students will be attending one of the four partners schools as a Thompson 
Scholar. Thompson Scholars have a formidable presence at their respective partner 
schools: 

Ø 1 out of 10 students are Thompson Scholars at Bowling Green State University 
Ø 1 out of 15 students are Thompson Scholars at Grand Valley State University 
Ø 1 out of 8 (in-state) students are Thompson Scholars at Michigan Technological 

University 
Ø 1 out of 14 students are Thompson Scholars at Saginaw Valley State University 

 
In June 2026, it was announced there were 694 Thompson Scholar graduates for the 
2025-2026 academic school year. When the Thompson Foundation sunsets in 2033, it is 
anticipated that there will have been well over 14,000 Thompson Working Families 
Scholarship recipients. 
 
About the Thompson Foundation  
Established in 1999 by Robert and Ellen Thompson, the Michigan-based Thompson 
Foundation forms partnerships with higher education to provide scholarships that have 
well defined requirements. The Thompson Foundation works with its designated 
partner schools to provide an education that ultimately prepares students for 
meaningful careers and community-centered lives. Learn more at the website.  
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