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Plymouth, Mich. ---May 19, 2026 --- The Michigan-based Thompson Foundation is 
pleased to announce there were 694 Thompson Scholar graduates for the 2025-2026 
academic school year. The tally was finalized following the spring 2026 commencement 
ceremonies at the Thompson Foundation’s four partner schools: Bowling Green State 
University in Bowling Green, Ohio; Grand Valley State University in Allendale, 
Michigan; Michigan Technological University in Houghton, Michigan; and Saginaw 
Valley State University in mid-Michigan’s University Center. The announcement was 
made by Curt Little, Program Manager for the Thompson Foundation.  
 
Thompson Scholars refers to students in the Thompson Foundation’s signature 
Thompson Working Families Scholarship program, which was established by the 
Thompson Foundation in 2011 as a pilot program at Grand Valley State University. 
Ellen Thompson — a former teacher — along with her husband Bob Thompson, 
envisioned a scholarship program to help high-achieving students overcome financial 
barriers to higher education and prepare them for meaningful careers and community-
centered lives.  
 
The funding formula in the Thompson Working Families Scholarship program is the 
same at each partner school. It differs from most other college scholarships because it 
requires “skin in the game” from multiple parties. Thompson Scholars receive a total of 
$11,000 each year, covering much of their tuition. The Thompson Foundation funds 
$5,500 and the partner university must match that funding dollar for dollar. The 
student covers any remaining cost of attendance. 
  
For the 2025-2026 academic school year, more than 3,100 students were attending one 
of the four partners schools as a Thompson Scholar. When the Thompson Foundation 
sunsets in 2033, it is anticipated that there will have been well over 14,000 Thompson 
Working Families Scholarship recipients. 
 
“It is incredibly rewarding for the Thompson Foundation to see hundreds of young 
people graduate from college as a result of the Thompson Working Families Scholarship 
program,” Little said. “We are grateful to our partner schools for their continued 
dedication to the program’s success, and we extend our best wishes to our Thompson 



Scholar graduates as they move forward in careers or further education. No matter 
where their journey leads, as we proudly say: once a Thompson Scholar, always a 
Thompson Scholar.” 
  
A gallery of graduation photos from all partner schools can be viewed here.  
 
About the Thompson Foundation  
Established in 1999 by Robert and Ellen Thompson, the Michigan-based Thompson 
Foundation forms partnerships with higher education to provide scholarships that have 
well defined requirements. The Thompson Foundation works with its designated 
partner schools to provide an education that ultimately prepares students for 
meaningful careers and community-centered lives. Learn more at the website.  
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